
Nandor C. Marosan
Bachelor of Science in:  

Comprehensive Physics & Astronomy  
Minor: Biological Anthropology  

Spring 2021

Nandor would like to thank all those who have been with him through the highs and the lows,  
especially his friends, family, and God. As a first generation American, Nandor emulated his 
immigrant  parents’ determination, grit, and hard work in the face of adversity. Alongside working 
part time, he  found time to volunteer at Wiggins’ Lab where he worked with the graduate 
students in their use of  novel fluorescent microscopy techniques to probe subcellular processes. 
His time at the Wiggin’s lab  has been special with his favorite memories of UW originating from 
there. He would like to warmly  thank those professors that have guided him through these years 
and who have left lasting  impressions on him such as Drs. Wiggins, Andreev, Blinov, & Werk.



Naomi Xiali Martin

Originally planning to become a doctor, I entered UW 
studying biochemistry, however my discovery of the 
highly technical and logical science of physics quickly 
flopped these plans, as I realized I wanted to pursue 
research by merging my two passions of biology and 
physics. So here I am, majoring in biophysics, excited 
to see what the world of research can throw at me. After graduation I am planning to 
work in biology labs with an emphasis on computational biology and genomics. I hope to 
analyze biological systems from a physical perspective in order to formulate my own ideas 
for research in the future, and fulfill my dreams of becoming a mad scientist.

Thank you Adam for holding my hand through life, Andrea for helping shape my 
personality, Hubert for the fun camaraderie, Aunty and Uncle for housing me during the 
pandemic, and my parents and sister for being my #1 supporters. 

Bachelor of Science in Physics: 
Biophysics

Bachelor of Science in Biochemistry
Spring 2021



Bachelor of Science in Physics:
Applied Physics

Spring 2021
Hometown:  Los Angeles, CA

Better late than never!

Brandon McNeel

Brandon had a litany of reasons to discontinue his studies but refused to be 
defeated. He’ll be applying to several law schools in the Fall. COVID-19 has been a 
unique experience for us all and we’ve prevailed.

Brandon thanks his family, the University of Washington, and the Department of 
Physics for all their encouraging support, and he promises not to let you down…



Parashar Mohapatra
Bachelor of Science in Physics: Comprehensive Physics

Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering
Spring 2021

Hometowns: Mumbai, India and Singapore
Upon graduation, Parashar will be at Electric Era Technologies as 
an electrical design engineer summer intern. In the fall, he plans 
to continue his work at ADMX to further his passion for research 
in particle physics and apply to physics graduate schools.

Parashar would like to acknowledge and express his gratitude to 
his physics professors, and the Department of Physics for 
supporting him. He is grateful to his ADMX mentors, graduate 
student Raphael Cervantes for helping him improve his much-
needed research skills, and Dr. Gray Rybka for opening the doors 
to physics research and being an incredible mentor and role-
model. Lastly, Parashar would like to thank his parents, for calling 
him at weird times thanks to 12-hour time zones to check in and 
support him.



Rhollie Limos Nacin
Bachelor of Science in Physics:  

Applied Physics
Spring 2021

At the start of college, Rhollie never imagined he 
would graduate with a physics degree. He loves 
science but thought studying physics was beyond 
his capabilities. He took different science courses to 
see which ones he would like to study the most. 
Difficult as it may be, physics was the field of 
science he enjoyed learning about the most. 

Rhollie thanks his friends and family for their love 
and support. He would also like to thank the entire 
physics department for providing a wonderful 
learning experience.



James Nelson
Bachelor of Science in Physics:  

Applied Physics
Spring 2021

Hometown: Nashville, TN

James enjoyed his research work with Jared Canright and the Physics Education Group where he assisted with 
the  development of an optical physics lab in the virtual reality environment. James is an inducted member of 
the National
Society of Leadership and Success. He intends to follow his passion for leadership and accepted an Area 
Manager position  with Amazon Operations where he will lead a large team, mentor others, and apply his 
problem-solving skills towards  innovation.

James thanks his wife, Ashley Nelson, for her endless love and support throughout his undergraduate endeavor, 
Profs. Samu  Taulu and David Pengra for their tireless effort and encouragement along the way, and most of all –
his three-year-old  daughter, Cora Nelson, for making life fun and reminding him of his true purpose.



Cameron Odegaard
Bachelor of Science in Physics: Applied Physics

Winter 2021

Cameron completed his coursework 
for a B.S. in Applied Physics Winter 
Quarter and he is planning on 
staying in Seattle in the near future.



Akshat Pandey
Bachelor of Science in Physics:

Applied Physics
Spring 2021

Akshat really enjoyed his statistical and 
experimental physics classes, as well 
as all his interactions with his 
professors and his peers. He is grateful 
for all the opportunities that helped him 
grow and learn more about 
computational physics.

Akshat would like to thank his friends 
and everyone in the Physics 
Department for all their support and his 
family for always being there for him.



Alex Howe Pates
Bachelor of Science in Physics: Applied Physics  

Minor in Music
Spring 2021

Hometown: Seattle, Washington
Alex has greatly enjoyed his time at UW in the physics department. The  
various experimental and theoretical physics courses were engaging and  
enlightening. He hopes to bring the experience gained from his studies  into 
the workforce. The pandemic caused many setbacks, and he wishes

that there could have been greater opportunities to be involved in experimental research and advanced physics  
labs during his senior year. Alex would like to thank all of his professors, but especially Professor Pengra and  
Professor Taulu for their exceptional educational ability to spark his curiosity in physics and make it fun as well.  
Alex would also like to thank Dr. McDavid and the entire Husky Marching Band community, his girlfriend  
Elizabeth, and his friends and family for their love and support throughout his four years at UW. Go Dawgs!



Rahul Ralhan
Bachelor of Science in Physics:

Biophysics
Winter 2021

Hometown: Redmond, WA

Rahul found his passion for physics looking up at the stars one summer while he was out camping with
his friends. That one camping trip changed Rahul’s life as the following years proceeded to take him on
a riveting journey through the awe-inspiring world of physics. His experience with a lovely department
full of intellectually diligent peers and professors made him want to pursue a graduate degree in
Electrical Engineering in the upcoming future, with a long-term career goal of working at SpaceX.

Rahul would like to thank Professors Olmstead and den Nijs for helping further his intellectual curiosity
and the fascinating research experiences, his peers Evan, Jeff, Devon, and Yoni for all the tough but fun
long nights studying, and his family for their everlasting support through his entire undergraduate
degree.



Harrison Robel
Bachelor of Science in Physics:

Comprehensive Physics
Spring 2021

Harrison found his passion for physics during his freshman year at 
the University of Washington. His curiosity and yearning for a 
challenge prompted him to pursue a degree in comprehensive 
physics. Harrison learned more about the universe than he thought 
possible and is excited to learn much more as he continues in his 
endeavors. Harrison hopes to study nature and apply what he 
learned at the University of Washington out in the field. He is 
looking forward to answering many questions about our planet.

Harrison thanks his friends and family for guiding him along the way. 
He thanks Katia for always supporting him during tough times. His 
mom for listening to him and his dad for helping with SARP. 
Professor Hamish Robertson, Peter Doe, and Sanshiro Enomoto for 
showing him the ropes of research. 



Richard Naval Salinda
Bachelor of Science in Physics: Applied Physics

Minor in Aeronautics and Astronautics
University of Washington

Summer 2021
Hometown: San Bruno, CA

Richard enjoyed his time as a Physics student at the University of 
Washington. From his childhood days of dreaming to become an 
astronaut, Richard had been interested in many fields of physical 
science. With his experiences within and outside UW building and 
launching rockets, constructing science payloads for deployment on 
weather balloons, researching cutting-edge topics in Physics, 
designing aircraft as a member of Design, Build, Fly, and training as a 
student pilot both in Seattle and the Bay Area, he chose to major in 
Physics, the common thread guiding science and engineering.  This 
year, he plans to continue his training to receive additional advanced 
certifications as a pilot, and start working in the aerospace industry, 
so he could fulfill his dream of traveling around the world and 
beyond. Richard would like to thank his professors, advisers, friends, 
colleagues, and family for all their support.



Matheus Sampaio de 
Saboya Albuquerque

Bachelor of Science in 
Physics:

Applied Physics
Spring 2021



Ashton Schessler
Bachelor of Science in Physics:

Comprehensive Physics
Spring 2021

Ashton found passion in studying the laws of the 
universe. Ashton does not yet know his direct next steps 
at the time of writing this; but, is applying to internships 
for the summer. In the long term, Ashton plans to apply 
for graduate schools for the 2022-23 school year and 
would like to pursue a career in particle physics.

Ashton thanks Prof.  al-Wahish for making him always ask more questions, Prof. Seidler and Prof. 
McQuinn for making learning as fun as it ought to be; Jennifer, Landon and everyone at Bay 
Laurel for all their support; the Husky Snow Club for all the good times on and off the mountain; 
and of course, his family and friends for their unending love and support. 






Joseph Schweitzer IV
Bachelor of Science in Physics

Applied Physics
Winter 2021

Joseph enjoyed every aspect of his time as a Washington Husky. All the challenges, new 
experiences, and great memories made in the past 4 years have helped shape him into the 
person he is now. After graduation Joe will channel his passion for physics into a role as an 

optical engineer with Seattle Photonics.

Joseph would like to thank his caring family for supporting his journey, his brothers in the 
Phi Kappa Tau fraternity for helping make incredible memories, his friends and classmates 

and finally his wonderful girlfriend Makenzie.



Daria Lynn Sharifi
Bachelor of Science in Physics: Comprehensive Physics
Minor in Mathematics
Spring 2021
Hometown: Kirkland, WA
Daria has thoroughly enjoyed her education at the University of 
Washington, especially her mathematics and physics courses.  
Although she enjoyed both subjects, an internship during the 
Summer of 2019 doing research on semiconductors solidified her 
decision to pursue a career in experimental physics.  After 
completing a special topics course in quantum computing/ 
information, Daria decided she wants to pursue research in 
quantum information.  Next fall she will be attending The Ohio 
State University’s physics doctoral program to continue her 
studies.
Daria thanks her family and partner for their love and support, 
her professors for providing a quality education, and mentors at 
UW and elsewhere for guiding her toward a successful physics 
career.  She would also like to thank Profs. Blinov and Frierson for 
their support and guidance during the graduate admissions 
process.



Aiden Sheckler
Bachelor of  Sc ience  i n  Physics:  Comprehensive 
Bachelor of Science i n Mathematics: Comprehensive 
S p r i n g 2021

Hometown: S e a t t l e ,  WA 
Undergrad: S e a t t l e ,  WA 
Grad school: San Diego, CA

Aiden experienced the physics program at UW the way one might experience a rollercoaster along a 
non-differentiable curve. The ideas he was exposed to in his coursework fundamentally shifted his
worldview and styles of thinking several times over, and his wonderful research experiences
galvanized his commitment to pursuing a life as a physics researcher. Next autumn he will be starting a 
PhD program at UC San Diego studying theoretical particle physics.

Aiden would like to immensely thank Prof. Gerry Miller and Kenneth Roche for the unforgettable research
experiences and mentorship, which was a crucial contribution to his time at UW. Thanks also to his friends
and family for their creative and unwavering support.



Bachelor of Science in Physics: 
Teaching

Minor in Mathematics
Spring 2021

Hometown: Poulsbo, Washington

Kasey’s passion for science drove him to 
study the laws of our world and pursue a 
degree in physics. He aims to share this 
passion with future generations, hoping to 
inspire curiosity and encourage discovery 
as a teacher. He will be pursuing this 
dream by applying for graduate school at 
UW to obtain a Master of Teaching degree.

Kasey would like to thank the UW Physics 
Department for being part of his journey, 
as well as everyone who provided 
mentorship, encouragement, and guidance 
over the years, but especially his mom 
Jeanna, dad Brent and sister Jacquelyn; 
you got him to this moment and shaped 
who he is today. Kasey is excited about 
this next adventure of pursuing a teaching 
degree and will always look back fondly on 
all he has learned.

Kasey Stenman



David Stephens
Bachelor of Science in Physics: Comprehensive

Bachelor of Science in Astronomy
Spring 2021

David would like to thank his 
family for all the help and support 

they have given him over the 
years, Grieg for providing a great 
reading spot, Margot Nims for all 

the advice every time his plans 
changed, and all his friends for 
filling his years with adventures 

and fun.



Giorgio Timothy Suharianto
B.S. Physics: Applied Physics

Spring 2021

Gio is grateful for the opportunity given to complete his 
degree in Applied Physics at the University of Washington. 
His degree allowed him to explore many things which 
interest him and could be the foundation of his career. 
Moving forward, he will apply to jobs and enjoy his career 
from there. Gio will definitely miss the IMA and UW’s golf 
range.

Gio thanks his parents for their unconditional love and 
support throughout his journey. He also thanks Margot 
Nims, Prof. Olmstead, all his professors, his TAs, and his 
friends for their guidance, help, and patience throughout 
his years at UW.



Cameron Tavakoli
Bachelor of Science in Physics:

Applied Physics 
Spring 2021

Hometown: Bothell, WA

Cameron thoroughly enjoyed his applied physics
coursework and is proud to say that he mostly survived in
one piece. He is grateful to the Department of Physics for
letting him into the major when no one else did, even if
they didn’t have a choice.

He considers himself lucky to have had the opportunity to
learn from some of the most brilliant physics minds in the 
world. His favorite class was quantum mechanics because 
he still doesn’t know how he passed. Cameron will be 
going into graduate school at the UW focusing on data
science. He thanks the Burke-Gilman Trail for keeping him 
company during the pandemic.



Christopher Thibodeau
Wrightwood, CA

Bachelor of Science in Physics: Applied Physics 

“Ten years in school. Four major changes. 
One pandemic… and I still did it!”

Big Thank You’s to my wife and all of my 
family… it was not possible without you all!

Autumn 2020



Ed van Bruggen
BachelorofScienceinPhysics:  
ComprehensivePhysicsHonors  

Minor inAppliedMath
Spring2021

Ed’sundergraduateexperiencegavehimtheopportunitytoexploreahugearrayofinteresting subjectsaswell
asphysics,suchassyntheticbiology,mentalhealth,sociology,andappliedmath. Duringhissummerinternship
heworkedoncuttingedgemedicalequipmentwhilestillusingduct tapeandcardboardtocraftnew
experiments,remindinghimwhyheloveddoingscienceasakid. EdisattendingUniversityofMassachusetts
AmherstinthefalltopursueaPhDinnuclearphysics.

EdwantstothankProfShih-ChiehHsuforteachingtheimportanceofaskingtherightquestions andhow todo
researchasaphysicist. Healsowantstothankhisparentsforsupportinghimand inspiringhimtopursuea
careerinscience.



Nicolas Vasquez
Bachelor of Science in Comprehensive Physics

In addition to working on his degree, Nick spent his 
undergraduate days avidly involved in student clubs. He was a 
skier in Husky Ski Team, activist in Students for a Democratic 
Society, and captain of the Union Bay Rowing Club.

Nick’s research revolved around Particle Physics. In the 
seminars led by Professor Lubatti, he studied the Axion and 
Muon, learning how each respective particle could lead to the 
creation of dark matter or new physics altogether.

Nick would like to thank many people for this opportunity, but 
most of all would like to acknowledge the Physics Squad for 
being by his side through thick and thin, and for helping form 
friendships that will undoubtedly last a lifetime.



Alexander Lee Vellozzi
Bachelor of Science in Physics:

Applied Physics
Departmental Honors

Minors in Philosophy and Mathematics
Spring 2020

____

Thank you to my mother and father!
I couldn’t have done any of this without your 

love and support.

Big shout-out to Ed! Thanks for the late 
homework sessions and countless games of 

pool.





Anthony Wasik 
Comprehensive Physics
(BS) & Astronomy(BS)

Spring 2021
Anthony would  like
to thank his  family

near and  far for their  
unconditional 

support of his  big
dreams. He  would

also like  to thank his 
haters of which  he

has none.



Noam Yan
Bachelor of Science in Physics
Applied Physics
Spring 2021
Hometown: Beijing, China

Noam enjoys studying in the Department of Physics at UW 
and is grateful for the opportunity to explore the origin of the 
natural world. Although there may be few opportunities to 
dive into this field further, he can continue to embark on the 
future journey without regrets. This fall, he will enter UIUC to 
pursue the Master of Computer Science.

Noam thanks Professor Hsu and the entire research team for 
their guidance and inspiration in particle physics and 
machine learning. Also, thanks to his parents and wife for 
their unreserved support. 

Finally, thanks UW for inspiring him.



Ryan Yang
Bachelor of Science in Physics:

Applied Physics
Spring 2021

Hometown: Taipei, Taiwan

As an international student who doesn’t have 
English as his first language, it wasn’t easy for Ryan 

to get into everything in college. However, Ryan 
wants to thank his family, friends, and professors 

who have been so supportive and patient 
throughout the 4 years. Physics is a charming field 
for him, he will be continuing physics related work 
after college, and he will keep on discovering the 

beauty of the universe and technology.



Zeyu Ye
Bachelor of Science: Comprehensive Physics with Departmental Honor

Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering
Minor in Mathematics

Spring 2021
Hometown: Kunshan, Jiangsu, China

Zeyu enjoyed his experience at UW Physics. In his second year, he joined 
Prof. Blinov’s group and studied dynamics within trapped ion crystals. In 
his third year, he became one of the undergraduate student 
representatives in the department’s major committee. He received a lot 
of help from the faculties and his friends. He will start a new journey at 
UChicago this fall, pursuing a Ph.D. degree in physics.

Zeyu thanks Prof. Blinov for his interesting lectures and the opportunity 
which allowed Zeyu to learn how people work in an atomic physics lab. 
He thanks Alexander Kato and Dr. Jennifer Lilieholm for helping him 
with his research on ion traps. He thanks Prof. Olmstead for her advice 
throughout his 3 years at UW. He thanks Profs. Lin and Sharpe for their 
wonderful courses in photonics and quantum mechanics. He thanks his 
parents for their unconditional love.



Hao likes physics andallothersciences.His researchprogramandhis
minor in statistics furthered his interest in data science. Next fall, he 

plans toattend the ComputationalFinance& Risk Management
graduate program at UW Seattle. Hao thanksProfs.DavidCobdenand
Miguel Morales forthewonderful research experienceandcapstone

programand forteachinghimto think likea realscientist.

Bachelor of Science in Physics: Applied Physics
Minor in Statistics 

Spring 2021

Hao Zheng



Zikun “John” Zhuang
Bachelor of Science in Physics

Comprehensive Physics
Spring 2021

Hometown: Shanghai, China

John enjoyed his Physics coursework and the close 
interactions he had with the professors and peers as he 
overcame challenges and learned about the fundamentals of 
the universe. His experience in the Physics department 
opened his mind to various topics in Philosophy, Biology, and 
Computer Science, and he is ready to challenge himself in 
these new fields where his Physicist thinking comes into play.

John thanks Profs. Garcia and Morales for the fun classes that 
taught him Physicist thinking, and his 434 lab partners 
Abhinav and Claire for the great times tackling large datasets 
together, and his family and friends for their love, support, 
and lending an ear during hard days of Zoom online learning.
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