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What do Career Physicists Do?

NSF Survey of College Graduates 2013  https://ncsesdata.nsf.gov/us-workforce/2013/index.html Tables 3.2, 3.3, 3.4
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Physics jobs span the economy

29% Phys/Astro grad school
10% Engineering grad school
10% other schooling 

4% Unemployed



Private Sector Job Areas – 1 Yr Post B.S.



Typical Job Skills Utilized



Typical Job Titles 1 yr Post B.S.



Typical Starting Salaries



What resources are available for my job search?

• American Physical Society Careers Page
– http://www.aps.org/careers/

• Society of Physics Students Careers Page
– https://www.spsnational.org/career-resources

• AAAS (Science Magazine) Career Resources
– http://www.sciencemag.org/careers/career-resources

• UW Career Center
– Drop in at Mary Gates Hall
– http://careers.uw.edu/

• Faculty, Alumni, others in area: see PANEL

http://www.aps.org/careers/
https://www.spsnational.org/career-resources
http://www.sciencemag.org/careers/career-resources
http://careers.uw.edu/


National Resources - SPS
SPS Jobs | jobs.spsnational.org
SPS Jobs has job listings appropriate for students seeking employment with a bachelor’s 
degree in physics. 
Physics Today Job Resources | www.physicstoday.org/jobs/career_resources SPS Career 
Resources | www.spsnational.org/career-resources 
Visit this Society of Physics Students site for career-related information, including profiles of 
people working in different careers, advice, and links to related resources. 
Who’s Hiring Physics Bachelor’s? | www.aip.org/statistics/whos-hiring-physics-bachelors 
Click on a state to see a list of some of the employers that hired physics bachelor’s recipients 
recently in that state. 
AIP Statistics: Skills Physics Bachelor’s Use | www.aip.org/ statistics /reports/physics-
bachelors-initial-employment2014 
This link will take you to a report titled, “Physics Bachelor’s Initial Employment.” Figure 4 in 
this report shows the skills used by physics bachelor’s recipients in their first job. Use these 
lists when you are thinking about the knowledge and skills you have. Make sure these are 
highlighted in your resume. 
APS Careers Website | www.aps.org/careers 
Access a host of career resources at the APS Careers website, including links to the
APS Webinar Archive, Career Workshops from annual meetings, links to a professional 
development guide, and informa on on Student Travel Awards and Future of Physics Days 
events at APS national meetings, specifically geared toward undergraduates. 



Career Panel
• Patrick Chidsey, Assoc. Director UW Career Center

• Elana Voigt, ‘14:  UG Laboratory Staff, UW Physics

• Naydene Hays:  Head Tutor, Olympic College

• Chandler Lougee, ’18: Peace Corp

• Travis Yerian, ‘12: Amazon.

• Marie Scott, ’16: Allen Brain Institute

• Cliff Slaughterbeck, PhD ‘96:  Sr. Manager, Allen Brain Institute


