H-ITT Clickers

Last Updated:  September 10, 2010
Table of Contents
Contents

1I. Creating a class entry.


4II. Email configuration


7III. Setting the RF channel


9IV. Asking questions


12V. Clicker registration


14VI. Displaying screen names


16VII. Demo mode






I. Creating a class entry.

On the desktop, find and double click the green Acquisition icon: [image: image1.png]



The main H-ITT screen will appear. There will be one example class at the top which you can look at when configuring email settings (see section II). There may be more classes listed beneath the example, and new class entries will be added at the bottom. 

In the upper left corner, click on Create Class: 
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to get the Create Class dialog box: 
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As an example, let's assume that I'm teaching Physics 999 section Z during fall quarter of 2008. In "Class name" I'll type Phys999Zfall08, and in "Instructor name" I'll type Troy. In "Approximate enrollment" enter a number slightly bigger than the number of students in your class. If you have 80 students registered, enter 100. If you have 180 students, enter 200. These are the only three things that you need to enter and everything else in the Create Class dialog box should be ignored. 
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Click on OK to get back to the main screen. Your new class entry will be at the bottom of the Name & Instructor list. 
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The Create Class dialog box also created a folder to store all of your class responses and the complete path is shown on the main screen under "Class files location." If you use PowerPoint or PDF files for your class, please save them to this folder instead of saving them to the desktop. This will keep your slides separate from everybody elses. 



II. Email configuration

This step is optional! Your class responses will always be saved even if you don't want them emailed to you every day. Some people carry a USB drive with them and simply copy the files at the end of their class (or even at the end of the quarter). 
Click on Options for the class you just created: 
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Click on the E-mail tab: 
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Check the box "Email class files to the following e-mail address." 

Enter your email address, username, and password in all of the sections shown below. 

For "Server address" enter smtp.washington.edu. 

Check the box "This server requires an encypted connection (SSL)" 

From the "Auth mechanism" drop-down box, select Plain text. 
[image: image8.jpg]Options for Example Class

‘General | I0 Display | Loaner Remates | Hstogram | E-mai

FTP_ | Advanced

Soft Clck

Emal class les when class is stopped

mall class Fles o the Follawing e-mal address

sbtroy@u.washington. edu|

[JRemove .z extension from filename when emaiing

From adcress and name

Vour e-mall | sbiroy@u.washington.e

Vour name [ sbiroy

il may not b delivered with no From: address

Outgoing e-mal server SHTP.

Username

Passuord

Server address

mtp.washington.edu

his server requires an encrypted connection (550)

Auth mecharism

Plan text v

Send test message





Click Send test message and you should see the image below: 
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Click OK twice to get back to the main screen. 


III. Setting the RF channel

Before the RF clickers will work, the students need to program them to send their responses on the proper RF channel. However, the RF channel can only be set when the RF receiver (the beige box on the lecture demo laptop cart) is on. The RF channel only needs to be set once - or until the student takes another class in a different room with a RF receiver set to a different channel. 

The RF channel is posted on a label on the RF receiver itself. For example, the RF receiver in PAA 102 is set to channel 01. The leading 0 is important! 

As an example, let's program these clickers to RF channel 01 (for a class in A102). 

Press and hold the down arrow button: 
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until the LED turns red: 
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Press the J/0 button once. 

Press the A/1 button once. 

Press the down arrow button again. The LED will flash green a few times and then turn off. 
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IV. Asking questions

From the main screen, click on the entry for your class: 
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The default allowed time is 10 minutes, but most people change this to 3 minutes. Use the -1m and +1m buttons to subtract or add time. These can also be used while the timer is counting down. "Allowed Response Changes: 3" is somewhat misleading and really means that students can change their answer twice (i.e. selecting A, then B, and then A again before being locked into A for their answer). Most instructors keep this set at 3, but it can be changed (see section VII). 

When you are ready, click on the green button to start the clicker question. 
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The timer will start counting down and students can now enter their responses: 
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On the above screen, Q:1 R:1 means that this is question number 1 and there has been one response. The green start button is now inactive, but you can now use the blue pause button or the red stop button. Pressing the red button is the same as letting the time run out and will immediately display the response histogram: 
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At this point you can click the green button again to start another question. Or you can click the blue arrow to save your class responses, end your class, and return to the main screen. If you configured your email settings in section II, clicking the blue arrow will email you the responses for all of your clicker questions from that day. If you did not enter your email settings, your class responses will always be saved in the folder that was created back in section I. 


V. Clicker registration

Here's where to find the six digit serial number: 
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The old clicker registration instructions using D0 are available here even though THIS METHOD IS NO LONGER SUPPORTED! They are for reference only until everyone is used to the new method using WebQ. 

The following instructions were written by Daryl Pedigo. The Lecture Demonstration staff have no experience using WebQ or the Catalyst Web Tools and are unable to answer questions. Please contact Daryl if you need assistance. 

(1) First, establish a WebQ survey in your Catalyst account so that students can input their clicker numbers and their desired screen names. You can do this by yourself using Catalyst Tools, most easily linked from your "MyUW" page, or, you can contact Daryl Pedigo and ask him to copy his clicker registration survey into your Catalyst account (be sure and include your account name in your request, it is usually your UW Net ID). 

There are only 2 questions, one for clicker number, one for screen name. 

(2) Name the survey to include he course and quarter, then edit all of the security settings, times, announcements, contacts, etc. to match your own needs. Recommended security: available only to those students registered in your section (this is easily generated in Catalyst by choosing the "members of a group" option and then the "browse" option to find the appropriate class list). Recommended timing: open survey in week 2, close it in week 4. Let anyone who needs to change things after week 4 contact you by e-mail, and you change the roster directly. 

(3) When you have saved the survey, copy the url and paste it into a document that you can post on the web so that your students can use this link to take the survey. This url has the form: https://catalyst.uw.edu/webq/survey/username/123456 and is found on the "summary" page for your survey. Now students can take the survey and enter the required data. 

(4) When you download survey results through Catalyst as a "quick Excel download" it automatically includes student name, Net ID and e-mail. However, this information is not in the same order needed for the H-ITT system. Thus you need to move the information around to be in the correct order: 

first and last names combined, Net ID, e-mail, screen name, clicker number. 

The "concatenate" function in Excel can join the first and last names into one column. You may contact Daryl Pedigo for an example of how to produce this desired order in an Excel file starting from the Catalyst download. 

(5) After saving the main Excel file for future reference (just in case something screws up), then you should delete all unnecessary rows and columns. That will put the first student name at the far upper left cell, and all data listed in the order shown above, one student per row. At this point you may want to "Sort" alphabetically, or not, at your own pleasure. Then do a "save as" and choose the format comma separated values ".csv". Excel will want you to verify that you really want to do this, and make sure that you have changed the name of the file to something like "123Aroster" before you hit "save". This will produce a roster file ready to use in H-ITT. 

(6) Open this file in Notepad or some simple text program to verify that it is indeed comma separated and there are no strange formatting issues (such as quotation marks around names) to confuse H-ITT, then save it from Notepad in the folder with the H-ITT class files. These are usually stored under My Documents/My H-ITT Files/name of your course. 



VI. Displaying screen names

Click on Options: 
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Click on the ID Display tab: 
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Check the box "Display screen name instead of remote ID number." 

Click on the Browse button and then select the appropriate roster file for your class. 

Click on OK. 

If everything is configured correctly, the clicker numbers should now be replaced with the screen names: 
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VII. Demo mode

Demo mode allows students to test their clickers without it counting as a graded class question. 

From the main screen, click on Demo Mode: 
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The clicker question screen appears but it says "Demo Mode" instead of any specific class. 

The number of allowed response changes may still be set to 3, but setting it to unlimited will allow students to test all of the buttons on their clickers. 
Click on the Options menu and then select the General sub-menu: 
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In the "Maximum answer changes" drop-down box, select "Unlimited." 
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Click on OK and students will now be able to change their answers as many times as they want. Also, you may need to increase the time allowed. 
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Click the green start button and let students test their clicker buttons A through E. Pressing A will count as the first response. Then pressing B will be the second response but the first change, shown by the number 1 next to the clicker serial number. 

[image: image25.jpg]Question Type: Multiple Choice

Allowed Responses: 5: (A,B,C,D,E)
Allowed Response Changes: Unlimited
Remote Mode: Multiple Choice





The student can then press buttons C, D, and then E for a total of five responses but only four response changes. 
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Click the red stop button or let the time run out to display the histogram for the demo mode question (even though it's just a test and doesn't count for anything). 
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Click the green start button to test more clickers or click on the blue arrow to return to the main screen. 

