
Bachelor of Science Graduates



Austin Ahlf
Bachelor of Science in  
Astronomy and Physics:  
Comprehensive Physics  
Spring 2020

Austin currently plans to enter  
the workforce for a couple  
years before returning to earn  
a PhD in Astronomy. During his  
time at UW, he researched  
possible life on Europa as well  
as Changing Look Quasars.

He would like to thank his 
family  for supporting him 
through  school, as well as his 
research  mentors Michael 
Wong and  Scott Anderson 
and the Physics  and 
Astronomy departments.





Nikhar Arora
Bachelor of science in
Comprehensive Physics
Winter 2020

Nikhar has always been passionate about physics and the coursework
at UW helped to further fuel this interest. During his junior year he
became fascinated with nano photonics and how they can be used for
the betterment of society. This is when he joined the NOISE lab at UW
under Prof. Arka Majumdar. Nikhar would like to thank Prof.
Majumdar for all his guidance and for making his university
experience closer to what he imagined. He would also like to extend
his gratitude to all the faculty members of the physics department
who were always there whenever he needed help.

Nikhar would like to thank all his friends for the countless memories
and for helping him enjoy college. He also like to thank his family for
the love, support and understanding throughout his life.



Yifei Bai
Bachelor of Science in Physics: Comprehensive Physics

Bachelor of Arts in Mathematics: Standard

Spring 2020

Hometown: Changchun, Jilin, CN. 

After graduation, Yifei will attend the graduate program of physics in the University of California, Santa Barbara. Yifei 
owns sincere thanks to: 

• His family, for their support, love & care over the past two decades;

• Xiaoxuan Zhao, for her love over the past 5 years;

• Prof. Jens Gundlach (for Yifei’s 1st research project), Dr. Charlie Hagedorn (for his patient mentorship) & others in 
the Eöt-Wash Group;

• Prof. Subhadeep Gupta (for his relentless enthusiasm), Dr. Alaina Green (for her detailed mentorship) & others in 
the Ultracold Atomic Lab;

• Prof. Marjorie Olmstead, who drafted his 1st recommendation letter;

• Margot Nims & Catherine Provost, for their extremely helpful advices; 

• Good friends: fellows of SPS, Pavel Bullock, Zining Zhu and many more.





Neil Bhatia 

Neil would like to thank his family for their love 
and support, his friends for all the laughs and 
good times, Husky Snow Club for introducing 

him to most of them, Margot Nims for fun 
stories and helpful advice, and Profs. Olmstead 

and Karch for showing him the beauty of 
statistical physics. 

BS in Physics: Comprehensive Physics
Minors in History and Applied Mathematics

Spring 2020





Jeffrey Capoeman Jr.
Bachelor of Arts in 

Applied Physics
Spring 2020

Jeff Capoeman would like to thank 
his family for supporting him 
through his time here at UW. 



Sonia del Casal
Bachelor of Science in 

Comprehensive Physics & Astronomy
Spring 2020

Hometown: Seattle, WA

Sonia is excited to graduate with a degree in Comprehensive 
Physics and Astronomy. She is thankful for all the friends she’s 
made along the way who have been there through the late-
night study sessions and other shenanigans. Sonia loved her 
quantum mechanics course with Professor Detwiler and the 
labs in her optics course with Professor Xu. One of her most 
memorable moments was operating the telescope at 
Manastash Ridge Observatory during the summer of 2019. 
Her experiences at the UW have prepared her for her next 
journey at the University of Oregon, where she will be part of 
their Master’s Industrial Internship Program in Optical Physics.



Stefana Ciustea
Bachelor of Science in Physics:

Biophysics
Minor in Chemistry

Spring 2020
Stefana loved her physics coursework and being surrounded by peers and professors that she respects. 
Her degrees allowed her to expand her curiosity and gain a better understanding of the universe. 
Alongside her coursework, she was involved in undergraduate research in neuropathology, particle 
physics, physical chemistry, and plasma physics, and as an officer in the Women in Physics and Society of 
Physics Students clubs, while maintaining part-time jobs on campus. In the summer she will create art, 
apply to jobs, and think deeply about which life and career direction she wants to go into long-term.

She thanks Margot Nims and Marjorie Olmstead for being helpful advisors, all of her professors and 
teaching assistants - in particular Professors Detwiler and Garcia whose teaching styles she appreciated, 
her peers for sharing joys and sorrows, and her family for their abundant love and support.



Ioan Petru
Constantin

Bachelor of Science in Physics: 
Applied Physics

Spring 2020
Hometown: Snoqualmie, WA

Petru loved working on the upper level physics courses and appreciated the chance to work on interesting 
projects with interesting people. His work at the Washington Nanofabrication Technology Lab opened his 
horizons to new opportunities to research and work on cutting edge technologies and to collaborate with 
inspirational colleagues and mentors. Petru would like to thank the staff and engineers at WNF, and to Dr. 
Maria Huffman, Dr. Fred Newman, Dr. Mark Morgan, and to Dr. Marjorie Olmstead for their support and 
guidance through his undergrad program, and for the opportunities they helped him explore. He would also 
like to thank his friends, his parents and his whole extended family for their love and support, with a special 
thank you to his grandparents and in particular to Dr. Vlad Cardos, for his patient guidance with all things 
math and physics and for being such a great role model. 



JAX JEFFERSON DAMIR
Bachelor of Science in Physics: Applied Physics

Minor in Aeronautics and Astronautics Engineering

Hometown: Seattle, WA

Spring 2020

Jax would like to thank the awesome Physics and AA 
Department Professors and Faculty, his family, his 
friends for supporting him throughout college. Go 

Dawgs!





KURT DELEGARD
Bachelor of Science in Comprehensive Physics

Departmental Honors Distinction

Minors in Mathematics and Asian Languages & Cultures

Graduated Spring 2020

Kurt was a handsome and highly motivated undergraduate at UW 
who balanced a part time job, undergraduate research, full time 
classes, and volunteer adult leadership at his Boy Scout troop. He 
began undergraduate research in the UW Neuroscience 
department and soon after became a member of the UW Quantum 
Ion Computing Group. Kurt plans to enter the workforce before 
considering graduate school in the future. 

Kurt thanks his friends and study partners at UW and wishes them 
the best in their future. He also thanks his professor and PI Boris 
Blinov for offering so much help and expertise, as well as professors 
Hsu, Pedigo, Tolich, Olmstead, Pengra, de Nijs, Morales, Miller, 
Garcia, Lubatti, Gupta, and Spivak.



Madison Renee 
Durand 

Bachelor of Science in Physics: 
Comprehensive Physics, 

Astronomy 
Spring 2020 

Hometown: Carnation, WA

Madison has had a fantastic time in the comprehensive physics and astronomy majors. Learning about neutrino 
physics by working with Project 8, COHERENT, and eventually MAJORANA cemented it as her favorite focus in 
physics, and there was no doubt that it was in this that she wanted to pursue a doctorate. She will continue this 
work throughout the summer before starting in the fall as a graduate student here at UW, working primarily with 
Professor Jason Detwiler on MAJORANA. Her long-term goal is to one day teach physics as a research professor 
and to continue working in neutrino physics. 
Madie thanks Professor Jason Detwiler, Professor Hamish Robertson, and Clint Wiseman for their constant 
guidance, patience, and enthusiasm for the work being done, her lab partners Ningyi Chen and Olivia McGoldrick 
for making time in the COHERENT lab even more fun, and her family for their lifelong support, encouragement, 
and compassion.



Wesley Ecoiffier
B.S. in Applied Physics
Graduated March 2020

Thank you to my family!!



Callum Farrell
Bachelor of Science in Physics: 

Comprehensive Physics
Minors in Mathematics and Applied Mathematics

Spring 2020

Callum transferred to the physics department in his Junior 
year (after two misspent years in engineering), and he was 
quickly captivated by his fascinating coursework and 
challenging research.  

He is excited to begin his PhD at the University of Arizona this 
fall, where he will be joining the high energy theory group.

Callum is grateful to his friends - Jonah, Dan, Thalya, Pasha 
and Anna - for making the most out of all their late nights  
studying. He thanks his family for their inexhaustible support, 
Margot Nims for being the best undergraduate advisor on 
campus and Kenneth Roche – without his incalculable help 
and prescient advice Callum would have never pursued his 
passion for physics. 



Alex F. Foster

Bachelor of Science
Comprehensive Physics

Spring 2020



Frank Fu
BS in Comprehensive Physics

Spring 2020

From Beijing, China

Frank left his country for scientific education, 
free academic environment and fun. He has 
found those at the dep., as well as his passion 
in experimental and theoretical physics. He’ll 
start PhD at PPPL this summer for his dream of 
building spaceships.   

Frank thanks his parents for raising him and 
giving him dreams, Prof. Hsu, Usami (U 
Tokyo), Nakamura (U Tokyo) and Gupta for 
mentorship in experimental physics, Lavin 
Program and Prof. Leong for business 
mentorship and cool connections, Dan, Joss 
and Pasha for fun and ice cream, Prof. 
Morales and the CSE dep. for persuading him 
to do physics, and all his friends and profs for 
all the knowledge and good time.



Ilyana “Lyan" A. Guez
Bachelor of Science in Physics and Astronomy
Minor in Anthropology
Spring 2020
Hometown: Paris, France

Ilyana threw herself headlong into her work in both 
Physics and Astronomy, working tirelessly to sate her curiosity 
about the workings of the Universe. She got into research 
with the VPL team at UW Astrobiology and fell in love with 
the discipline. She still pursues a doctorate, continuing to 
work on her research, forging forward towards publishing her 
first paper. Ilyana will be continuing to work with VPL before 
pursuing her dream of becoming a fully fledged 
Astrobiologist. 

Ilyana would like to thank Dr. Kim Bott, whose 
mentorship and advice were invaluable, Dr. Rory Barnes for 
his guidance and the opportunities given, and the assorted 
members of the Pen and Paper Gaming Association, without 
whom college would have gone very differently.



David Hales

David started taking classes for the applied physics track 
winter quarter of his junior year and quickly wrapped up the 
major over the following 4 quarters.  He is a member of 
Sigma Pi Sigma.  

David would like to thank Prof. Velian for her research and 
career guidance and his family for their unconditional 
support and love.  He would also like to thank the staff of 
the physics department, especially Nikolai Tolich, Prof. Boris 
Blinov, Prof. Paula Heron, and Margot Nims.  Their openness, 
teaching style, and advice are much appreciated.  Finally, 
David wants to extend a huge thank you to the physics 
students who made his journey fun, relatable, and 
meaningful.  

After graduation, David will pursue a PhD in chemistry at  UC 
– Berkeley.

Spring 2020
B.S. in Chemistry (ACS cert.)
B.S in Physics (Applied)



Suyi Han (Shuai)

o Bachelor of Science in Physics: Applied Physics
o Bachelor of Art in Japanese Linguistic
o Bachelor of Science in Asian Languages and 

Cultures

Suyi thanks Advisor Nims for her advice about 
internships and future career development, her 
mother for supporting her studying three majors, 
and her family for the love and support 
throughout her life.







Ali Hasanzadeh
Bachelor of Science in Physics: 

Comprehensive Physics
Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy

Spring 2020

Hometown: Seattle, WA
Ali truly enjoyed his experience at UW’s physics department. From the amazing interactions with staff, faculty, and other
students, to the countless number of opportunities that the department had for the students to stand out, and show their skills.
His interest in quantum mechanics guided him towards becoming a member of professor Blinov’s research group for
Quantum Computation by Ion Trapping research experiments. On his seconds year at the department he became the vice-
president of Society of Physics Students, and also the undergraduate student representative on the department’s major
committee. The education helped Ali grow, and assisted him in finding his true passion: Education. Studying physics opened
his mind to look at the world from a different perspective and sparked his interest in pursuing philosophy.
Ali thanks Professor Blinov for giving him the opportunity of exploring and experiencing what it means to be an
experimental physicist. He thanks Professor Olmstead for helping him to show his leadership skills and assisting him with
finding his academic path. He thanks his friends for always being by his side and keeping him company through this
journey. But above all Ali is most grateful for Margot Nims, the academic advisor, who helped him the most during some of
the roughest times during his life as an undergraduate, with whom, this journey would have never been possible.
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Ian Douglas Houghton
Bachelor of Science in Physics:

Comprehensive Physics

Bachelor of Science in Astronomy

Spring 2020

Hometown: Sequim, WA

Ian Houghton thanks everyone who 

believed in his ability to complete his 

degrees.





Anthony Joo
C/O 2020
Applied Physics
Anthony enjoyed his coursework in 
Applied Physics and is surprised just 
how much he has come to learn about 
curls, divergence, and gradients. He has 
strong interest in software development 
and will miss most the IMA from the 
University of Washington. Special 
thanks to the Quantum Mechanics 
classes for humbling me.



Emily Saige Joseph

Emily loved her time at the University of Washington and 
enjoyed working in Gerald Seidler’s lab. She is going on to 
a physics PhD program at University of Wisconsin- Madison 
where she will be studying semiconductor qubits in Dr. 
Eriksson’s lab. 

Emily thanks Jerry Seidler and Jason Detwiler for teaching 
her how to be a researcher and inspiring an interest in 
academia. She also thanks Peter Shaeffer for helping her 
thrive as a TA. She would also like to thank her friends and 
family for supporting her and the advising staff for helping 
her navigate this rather chaotic double major. 

Bachelor of Science in Physics and Materials Science & 
Engineering
Comprehensive Physics
Minor in Classical Studies
Spring 2020



Sophia Jung
Bachelor of Science in Physics

Applied Physics
Spring 2020

Hometown: Bellevue, WA

Sophia enjoyed her undergraduate experience in the physics department. While she learned a 
great deal about the discoveries of the known universe, she was motivated by the many 
problems that remained unknown. She hopes to pursue a career in the future of MRI 
technologies while also working on music production. 

Sophia thanks Margot Nims for providing guidance and keeping her on track throughout her 
undergraduate years, her parents and brother for their consistent support and motivation, her 
professors for opening her eyes to the wondrous breadth and depth of physics, and, last but 
certainly not least, all the countless TA’s who helped answer all her questions—big or small—
while still pursuing their own graduate degrees. 



Maxim Karrenbach
Bachelor of Science in Physics:

Applied Physics
Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering

Minor in Mathematics

Spring 2020

Maxim is grateful to have been able to explore the field of physics in such a supportive and 
encouraging environment. Through the knowledge gained from physics coursework, he was able 
to apply his knowledge in the field of prosthetic technology and biorobotics. During his time at 
UW, he had the opportunity to work at the VA Hospital for the Center for Limb Loss and Mobility 
and with the BioRobotics Lab and RomboLabs research groups to study improvements in 
prosthetic technology. He will return to the University of Washington for his Master’s degree in 
Electrical Engineering in the fall.

Maxim would like to thank his family for their unconditional support, Rose and Mako for always 
being there for him throughout his adventures in life, Astrini, David, and Eric for teaching him 
how to become a researcher, and all of his other friends and mentors throughout his life that 
have helped him get to where he is now. 



Claire Komori

Bachelor of Science in Physics: Comprehensive Physics
Bachelor of Science in Astronomy

Spring 2020
Hometown: Tokyo, Japan

Claire is a first generation and international student from Tokyo, Japan. She came to the 
University of Washington to pursue her dream of becoming an astrophysicist.
Claire enjoyed her physics coursework and cherishes the friends she has made in her 
major. Outside of class, Claire worked as a research assistant at CENPA for the Axion Dark 
Matter Experiment, was one of the 6 members of Caltech’s GROWTH summer internship 
and studied the Cygnus X-3 blackhole, and was an active member of TEDxUofW 
leadership team. Her time at UW has convinced her evermore that her passion is studying 
the universe. Claire plans on applying for graduate school after a one-year sabbatical. 
Claire would like to thank her Fall 2018 Nantes Study Abroad members for the many 
memories made in France, Professor Werk for her kind advice and reassurance during 
difficult times, her 69th St housemates for the fun and laughs, and her family for their 
endless love, support, and understanding throughout her life. 



Leah Koung
Bachelor of Science in Physics: Biophysics

Minor in Mathematics
Winter 2020

Hometown: Seattle, WA

Leah loved math and physics more than her 
own life. She will never forget all the time she 
spent in the physics building reading textbooks 
and doing homework. She may have peaked 
then.

Leah thanks her professors, all of whom she 
greatly admires; Kenneth Roche, for being a 
friend; David J. Griffiths; her mom; and her 
boyfriend, Anthony Andrew Zamarripa (UW 
Electrical Engineering 2019 Graduate).



Gautam Nainan Kovoor
Bachelor of Science in Physics:

Applied Physics
Spring 2020

Gautam enjoyed the variety of coursework options offered by the Undergraduate 
Department of  Physics, a notable one being PHYS 434.  It challenged several aspects of 
his analytical capabilities and sparked his curiosity around understanding large scale 
datasets, a skill he wishes to further develop on. 

Thanks to the simulating environment of the Undergraduate Program, Gautam was able to 
secure a role with Capgemini and will be joining them in January 2021, as a Staff 
Consultant, where his primary role will be to work with corporate clients to tackle some of 
their business challenges and help them drive profitable growth.



Brian Q Le
Bachelor of Science in Physics:

Bio-Physics
Winter 2020

Brian entered university dead set on medical school when the 
introductory physics series during his freshman year inspired him 
to pursue a degree in physics. The year after, he took advanced 
math and physics for the first time, often spending many late 
nights in the physics building to catchup to his peers.  Brian is 
very proud to be graduating in physics despite balancing pre-med 
courses along with shifts in the ER at Harborview Medical Center. 
Next year Brian will be continuing his education at UW through 
the Applied Bioengineering Masters program as part of his long-
term goals of medical school.

Brian thanks Michael Smith and Professor Marcel for proving the 
additional time and support to help Brian succeed in his 
coursework and beyond. And finally Brian wants to thank his 
undergraduate mvp, Alise, for convincing him to pursue a degree 
in physics despite additional challenges and for supporting him 
every step of the way.



Nicolas Leitmann-
Niimi

Nicolas met some of the most interesting people while pursuing his 
comprehensive physics major.  They pushed and challenged him to figure out 

how he wanted to view the world and he is grateful for the time he spent 
studying with and around them. After graduating in the Spring, he will be take 
the summer off and then attend Colorado State for a Master’s in Atmospheric 
Science, with a desire to understand the atmosphere through a physical lens.

Nicolas wants to thank Cory Wolfe for a perfect balance of laughter and 
existentialism, and Andrew Ivanov for intangible life lessons, as well as Kai-mei

Fu for awakening his love for thermodynamics.

Major: Physics
Minor: Chinese
Favorite Anime: Haikyuu



Ryan Mark Littrell

Ryan has greatly enjoyed his time at UW as a 
physics major. The variety of theoretical and 
experimental physics courses were exciting and 
engaging. His experience in Condensed Matter 
and Brain Science Research also shaped his 
University experience. Ryan looks to work in industry 
but is also looking into various graduate school 
programs. 

Ryan would like to thank Professor Cobden and 
Professor Taulu for their mentorship in research, Dr. 
McDavid for his leadership and guidance through 
Marching Band, and his family for their support and 
love throughout his college career. 

Bachelor Of Science in Physics: Applied Physics
Graduating with Interdisciplinary Honors

Spring 2020
Hometown: Bellevue, Washington





Alexandra Lockwood
Bachelor of Science in Physics:

Applied Physics
Spring 2020

Alexandra is an experimentalist at heart with a strong interest in astronomy, astrophysics, 
and solar physics. Her interest was encouraged through her work with the Eöt-wash 
Research Group and the LIGO collaboration. The lab has been her home away from home 
as she worked to get published in Physical Review D and graduate in 3 years.
Alexandra thanks the members of her research group, in particular Dr. Venkateswara for 
pushing her to think smarter not harder, Dr. Hagedorn for his patient explanations, and Dr. 
Ross for his support. Most importantly Alexandra thanks her friends and family for late 
night calls, shared meals, and all the love. She is thankful most of all for the love.
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